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Minutes, Faculty Advisory Committee

9/7/90

Present: Tom Mieczkowski, Tina Neville, Harriet Deer, Bob Fowler,
Har:ry Schaleman, Sonia Helton (as council members), Danny Jorgenson, Winston Bridges, Mike Killen berg.
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am
Outgoing Chair Danny Jorgenson briefed the committee for the
purposes of operating continuity. Nominations were entertained
for Chair. Harriet Deer: was nominated and accepted. She was
elected Chair by acclamation.
Interim Dean Bridges addressed the Council to advise of forthcoming budgetary restrictions due to anticipated state revenue
shortfalls. It was noted that specifics on the effects of this
shortfall were not cur:rently clearly defined, but that they would
involved various cutbacks of expenditures. In light of this Dean
Bridges asked the council to consider articulating a travel
policy regarding funding of travel requests from faculty. After
this presentation Dean Bridges asked to be excused from the
meeting because of prior commitments.
A discussion followed regarding travel policy. Senior faculty
members reviewed the past practices, policies, and traditions of
support for professional travel. There was discussion of the
methods for prioritizing travel funds. The council discussed the
merits of various prioritizing schemes, with an emphasis on the
need to support faculty travel while recognizing that support
should be related to the substance of the faculty member's participation. After lengthy discussion the council devised the
following policy statement:
All faculty should be entitled to support for one annual professional conference for: the purposes of paper presentations or
similar professional activity. Second trips should be supported
for: faculty to the extent such funds are available. For second
trips the council recommends that tenure-earning faculty have
priority over: tenured faculty in the allocation of limited resources. Other travel requests related to professional activity
will be considered by the Dean if the request is accompanied by a
special justification.
A motion was made by Bob Fowler for the approval of this statement, and that motion was seconded by Sonia Helton. It passed
unanimously.
It was noted by the council that it was their intention to include library staff in this policy. It was unclear, however,
whether librarian's funding would come from the same source as
faculty funding or not. Tina Neville was asked to explore this
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question and inform the council at the next meeting.
A discussion then ensued regarding the policy of the library and
the renewal of materials by faculty. It was brought to the council's attention that renewal of material requires the borrower to
physical return all materials to the library to effect renewal.
This represents a hardship for faculty with large amounts of
checked out material. Tina Neville was asked to explore the
possibilities of permitting renewal by phone and report to the
council at the next meeting.
A discussion then ensued on the policy of attendance at the FAC
meetings by the Dean.
Considering the preparations for the 25th anniversary celebration
of the st. Petersbut'g campus, Sonia Helton raised the issue of a
center for historical documents and records specific to the St.
Petersburg campus. It was suggested that we consider the possible
creation of a central records/memoribila depository.
The council, having no further business, adjourned at 10:52 am.
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This statement represents the Faculty Advisory Committee's recommendation on travel policy:

All faculty should be entitled to support for one annual
professional conference for the purposes of paper presentations
or similar professional activity. Second trips should be supported for faculty to the extent such funds are available. For second
trips the council recommends that tenure-earning faculty have
priority over tenured faculty in the allocation of limited resources. other travel requests related to professional activity
will be considered by the Dean if the request is accompanied by a
special justification.
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